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Mary only resolved all the more to show no
pity, and was angry with the official in charge
for allowing Elizabeth to write at all. The news
that her sister would neither see her nor hear her
words showed Elizabeth that she had nothing to
hope for in the way of mercy or sisterly feeling.
She was put into a barge at Westminster, and
on Palm Sunday, when people would be at
Church and there would be fewer to see her pass,
and perhaps sympathize, she went down the river
on her way to the most dreaded place in England.
She arrived at the Tower in pouring rain, and
when she found herself before the Traitors' Gate
she tried to protest. She sat down on a stone and
refused to go any farther. One of the officers,
seeing her sitting there in the wet, offered her
his cloak, but " she put it back with a good dash ",
and said, " Better sit here than in a worse place."
Finally, she was obliged to give way and enter.
No one knew better than she how near she was
to death. Once in after life she remarked: " I
learned by experience how to keep silent in the
time of Queen Mary, when had anything been
proved against me, I should have lost my life ".
Mary would gladly have seen her dead, and the
Emperor wrote to urge this on. The Spanish
ambassador begged her to have Elizabeth exe-
cuted before Philip should arrive for the wedding.
For the second time in her life all now turned on
Elizabeth's own strength. She was questioned and
cross-questioned in the hope that she would